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Through the love of God our Saviour, all will be well 

Issue 44       Extraordinary Times @ NWC                 17th January 2021 

Encouraging YOU to know JESUS 

 

Please note that our Interim Moderator and Locum, Rev. Rona Young, will be visiting those with 
pastoral needs by telephone during the Covid-19 pandemic. If in need of pastoral care, please 
contact Rona by telephone on (01292) 471982. 

The Minister’s Message 

Welcome and Intimations 

Good morning, and a very warm welcome to you all watching this online service from Newton 

Wallacetown Church.  I know that last year we never envisaged our church would be closed for the 

second time by the Scottish Government.  

It is truly wonderful that, through the work of Neil every Sunday since March last year, we can 

worship together week by week in our own homes with our online services.  

Older members of the congregation are now being vaccinated but we are still having to live through 

these long difficult days and weeks. Let us remember God is with us and he is the same yesterday, 

today and forever.   

The Extraordinary Times, issue 44, will be available at 12 noon and thanks also to Sheila, who has not 

had a week off since last March. Our prayer time is at 12.30pm, beginning as always with the Lord’s 

Prayer, and continuing with your own private prayers.  

Donations for the Foodbank can be brought to the church drive between 2 and 3pm this afternoon. 

Kay and Lisa are on duty today. Thanks, as always, to everyone for their generous donations week by 

week. 

On Sunday 7th February, I will conduct a short virtual Communion service. After the sermon and 

hymn, you are invited to have a small piece of bread and small glass of sherry or juice. If you are not 

comfortable with this, please just watch the service.  

Finally, I am very sorry to have to tell you that Maude Smillie’s daughter died on Friday afternoon. 

We will be remembering Maude and her family in our prayers.    

 

Our Call to Worship this morning is from the book of Lamentations: 

 

“Because of the Lord’s great love,  

we are not consumed,  

for his compassions never fail. 

They are new every morning, 

great is your faithfulness.” 

 

Hymn: “Come and see the shining hope” 

 

Prayer 

Let us pray, 

Gracious God, 

we come before you in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. We worship you for your greatness,  

which us beyond anything we can imagine. 
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We worship you for your faithfulness, and we know that you are with us, each and every day.  

 

The men and women of the Old Testament times began in faith to discover your truth.  In Jesus, the 

Word became flesh, and your loving purpose was revealed in a human being. Through him you 

called your first disciples and, after Jesus’ death and resurrection, you enabled them to receive your 

Holy Spirit. 

 

Lord God, we believe that you still speak to us, calling even people like us to your service. Open our 

minds and our hearts, to what you are saying to us this morning, so that we may understand your 

purpose more clearly and serve you to the best of our ability. Inspire us, we pray, through the power 

of your Holy Spirit. 

 

O God our Heavenly Father, we bring before you now our prayers of confession. Because you know 

us as we really are, you know our faults and failings, and our need of your forgiveness, but we 

believe that by naming them before you, we open ourselves to being completely forgiven.   

 

We confess that there are times when we do not act as your disciples, Lord God. We focus too much 

on ourselves, and we confess our lack of faith, hope and love. We confess our failure to be fully open 

to your call, and be whole-hearted in our response.  

Hear us now, as we confess our own personal sins to you….. 

 

Loving God, 

forgive us as you forgave your disciple, Peter, when he failed you.   Call us again to your service, 

teach us, heal us and help us to live as your disciples in our world today.  

This we pray through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who taught us to pray together saying, 

“Our Father, who are in heaven 

hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 

forever and ever”  

Amen.  

 

The Children’s Talk will be given this morning by Lisa Bell. 

 

Hymn “Be bold, be strong” 

 

Bible reading           Matthew 4: 12 – 22     read by Lesley Valente 

Jesus begins to preach 

12 When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he withdrew to Galilee. 13 Leaving Nazareth, 

he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali – 14  to 

fulfil what was said through the prophet Isaiah: 
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15 ‘Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the 

Gentiles –  

16 the people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of 

death a light has dawned.’ 

17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 

Jesus calls his first disciples 

18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his 

brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19 ‘Come, follow 

me,’ Jesus said, ‘and I will send you out to fish for people.’ 20 At once they left their nets and 

followed him. 

21 Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They 

were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, 22 and immediately 

they left the boat and their father and followed him. 

 

Hymn                 “Jesus is the name we honour” with the Praise Band. 

 

 

Sermon               “Follow me”           

 

Let us pray,  

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of all our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, 

our strength and our Redeemer.     Amen 

 

It is said that first impressions mean a lot. First impressions are often lasting impressions, and very 

often the length of a relationship depends upon the first encounter. 

We only get to make a first impression once, and therefore we usually try to make it a good one. 

Matthew does something like this in his Gospel. 

Following Jesus’ baptism and the temptations in the wilderness, he begins his ministry. His preaching 

is forceful, stirring and challenging. His first words are, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”  

Matthew reminds his readers of their heritage, of what they had learned from the prophet Isaiah. At 

verse 16 he says, “The people living in darkness have seen a great light.”  

The prophet Isaiah foretold a new leader would come, who would restore the people to the land of 

promise and offer a bright new future. This was happening that day. These words are fulfilled in the 

coming of Jesus – he was the fulfilment of Isaiah’s promise.   

 

I read many years ago that the London city buses were being besieged with complaints. It seems that 

the city buses tended to be driven past the bus stops, even although there was a queue of people 

waiting to get on.   

Asked to explain their actions, the authorities released the following statement: “It is impossible for 

us to maintain our schedules if we are always having to stop and pick up passengers!!” 

They thought that keeping to the timetable mattered more than the people and they had got their 

priorities confused.  

This morning, let us think about the greatest priority of our lives.  

At verse 18 of chapter 4 of Matthew’s Gospel, we heard that, as Jesus was walking along beside the 

Sea of Galilee, he sees Simon and Andrew casting a net into the lake to catch fish.   
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There were many fishermen in Galilee. Josephus, a first century Jewish historian, writes that around 

that time, there were 330 fishing boats on the lake.  

Ordinary people in Palestine seldom ate meat – it would be once a week at most. Fish was their 

staple diet, usually salt fish, as there was no way of transporting fresh fish.  

We do not know what kind of day it was - whether it was cloudy or clear, hot or cold. 

We are not told anything about the fishermen – whether they were sad or happy, focused or 

distracted, fresh or tired. 

We do not know anything about their lives before that moment – had they seen Jesus before? Were 

they faithful in their Jewish faith? Had they reflected on the meaning of their lives?  

We are told nothing, except that Jesus was walking along the shore beside the Sea of Galilee. He 

stopped and his words changed not only Simon and Andrew’s lives, but the course of human history. 

He said, “Come, follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.”  

Then Jesus went on and saw two brothers, James and John. “They were in the boat with their father, 

Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, and immediately they left the boat and their father, 

and followed him.” These first disciples were ordinary men - they were not scholars or wealthy men.   

So, why did they follow Jesus? We can only guess that at that moment, something happened to 

them. They heard the voice of Jesus, and it must have sounded significant and authoritative to them.  

There was something about Jesus’ sense of authority, based on his intimacy with his father that 

commanded the attention of others.  

There was something about that voice, at that moment that made it necessary for them to make a 

decision that would completely change the course of their lives.  

They did not, as far as we know, know anything about Jesus before that moment. Yet, the power of 

his presence, and the tone of his voice, meant that they immediately followed him.  

 

So, what does it mean to follow Jesus? To each one of us, Jesus says, “Follow me.” 

We know now, in light of the life and ministry of Jesus, that to follow him means following him all 

the way to the cross. It means, as we are told in Matthew 16: 24 that Jesus said, “If anyone would 

come after me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow me.” 

However, this does not mean that we have to follow Jesus perfectly. We are never going to be able 

to do that, and if we think we need to wait until we get it right, we will spend our lives just waiting. 

Doing things perfectly is not what being a disciple is all about.   

Neither does it mean that our lives depend upon the quality of our following. This would mean that 

we become more and more exhausted. Let us remember that what we are able to do, or not to do, 

is not what being a disciple is all about.   

Yes, we are called to be disciples but, above all, what we are called to do is to follow Jesus. We are 

to focus on him and not on ourselves. We are to watch him, learn from him, follow him and let him 

empower us, and then we will be his disciples.  

We are not to think too much about the outcome, nor are we to think too much about results. We 

are to follow and trust. We are to rely on Jesus’ presence with us, and no matter where he leads us, 

it will be right.  

 

I know that there have been different times when I have referred to our journey through life. We 

never live on a flat level all the time, but have times on the mountain-top and times in the 

wilderness or in a deep dark valley. 

There are times too when suddenly something happens, one of the storms of life hits us, and we 

may find that we are going in a different direction but, whatever happens, Jesus is always with us.  
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We know that the journey of these four disciples and all of the other disciples was not an easy road. 

It was the road of misunderstanding, of failure, of grief and of pain. For many of the disciples, it was 

a road that ultimately led to martyrdom.  

But it is the only road - no matter what it takes us through - that leads to true joy.     

God has a purpose for each of our lives, the entire Bible proclaims this and what matters is that his 

plan should be understood and fulfilled. The Christian writer Paul Tournier writes and I quote, “Life is 

an adventure directed by God.” 

 

If we decide to follow Jesus, we expect joy and fulfilment. Instead, we may face burnout and 

disappointment, or times when people do not appreciate all that we are doing. But, if we can think 

of discipleship like a journey, then we know there will be mountain tops and deep valleys.  

Let us remember the words of the psalmist at the beginning of Psalm 62, “My soul finds rest in God 

alone; my salvation comes from him. He alone is my rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, I shall 

never be shaken.”  

I like the way that this verse refers to God as a rock. I know that when I see or am near to mountains, 

I feel closer to God, or feel more aware of God’s presence.  

I remember, quite a number of years ago now, I was suffering from depression when Tom and I went 

on holiday to Madeira. We went on a bus tour and had a photo stop high up on a plateau area, near 

the centre of the island. It had not been good weather, but gradually the sun came out, and looking 

over to a high mountain, I suddenly felt that God was there and I began to feel better.  

 

To go back to the disciples, none of them had an easy journey on the road to discipleship. James and 

John argued over who would have the best seats in the Kingdom of God, only to be reminded of 

servant-hood and humility.  

We do not hear much about Andrew in the Gospels. Andrew is only mentioned one other time, in 

chapter 10, when Matthew lists the 12 disciples.  

Mark mentions him in chapter 13, when along with Simon Peter, and James and John, Andrew, he 

hears Jesus predict that they may have to face being arrested or even put to death.  

The only other time that Andrew is mentioned, is in John’s Gospel, when we read it is Andrew who 

brings the boy to Jesus, and says, “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish.” As 

we know, Jesus takes them and feeds five thousand.   

       

When Jesus asks the disciples, who did the people say that he was, it is Simon Peter, who answers 

“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus said, “You are Peter, and on this rock I will build 

my church…” 

But, as we know, Peter denied Jesus three times after he was arrested. However, after the 

resurrection, Jesus meets with Peter again on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, and after they had 

eaten, Jesus asks Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you truly love me more than these?”  

It is possible that Jesus asked him this because there was a time earlier when Peter said, “Even if all 

fall away, I will not.”  

Jesus was reminding Peter that his courage had failed. Jesus asks the question three times, because 

Peter had denied him three times. 

In the end, Peter too had to face a cross. Tradition tells is that he died on a cross face downwards, so 

as not to be the same as Jesus. 

 

As I said at the beginning, what is the greatest priority in our lives? Do you feel in your heart of 

hearts that you have answered Jesus call to follow him?  
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Following Jesus is not easy, but it gives meaning and purpose to our lives, in a way that nothing else 

can do.  

 

Jesus is calling you, saying, “Follow me!” What is your response? 

 

Amen.  

 

Hymn:               “Jesus calls us o’er the tumult” 

 

Prayer 

Let us pray, 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, we thank you for your call that comes to is – the call to discipleship, to serve and to 

share in the work of your kingdom.  

 

We thank you that you call us just as we are – with all our faults, all our doubts, and all our sin. 

 

We thank you that you chose us not through our deserving, but through your grace, your love and 

your mercy.   

 

And we thank you that although we repeatedly fail you, and disobey your will, your purpose 

continues and your love endures.  

 

Loving God, 

Our thoughts now turn to the world, a world where people of every nationality are suffering in this 

pandemic.  We constantly hear of different parts of our world, including the countries in South 

America, where there is a new variant of the virus. We pray for everyone who is seriously ill with 

Covid at this time and all those who are mourning throughout our world.  

 

We pray for those whose humanity is exploited - the poor, the hungry and the homeless.  

Lord God, we feel so powerless, when we contemplate the problems in so many different parts of 

our world, but help us to remember that you have the whole world in your hands. 

 

We pray for all the front-line workers and all those in the NHS - give them compassion, we pray, 

especially as they have to speak to so many anxious families by telephone, as well as nursing their 

patients, and for all those in the scientific community - give them wisdom and strength as they study 

to discover more about this virus and also, to give us up-to-date information without causing panic.  

 

Gracious God, 

We pray for all those who are mourning the loss of a loved one, and ask for a special blessing on 

Maude, in these dark days. Surround her with your love and may she know your peace in her heart. 

Bless too her son-in-law Tommy and granddaughters Alison and Debbie and all the other members 

of the family. 

We pray for all those we know who are ill with Covid – those fighting against the disease, and we 

pray for others we know who are seriously ill, either at home and in hospital.  

 

We pray this morning, for all those struggling as they home-school their children and cope with their 

own work as well and we remember all the teachers having to prepare for their online teaching.  
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Loving God, 

we pray now for ourselves. Help us to do our best to care for one another, especially those who are 

sheltering at the present time, those who are lonely and those who are anxious. 

 

Teach us, we pray, what it really means to be your people – unite us in both care and prayer, 

This we pray through Jesus Christ our Saviour and Lord,  

Amen.  

 

Hymn               “I serve a risen Saviour” 

 

Benediction 

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all, 

this day and forever more” 

Amen.                   Rona 

 

 

Please remember in your prayers this week all of the people below in hospital, care homes or in their 

own homes:- 

 

Mr Donald Grant Mrs Nancy McKillops 

Mrs Maude Smillie  Mr Michael Whalley  (in Bermuda) 

Mrs Gina McKnight Mrs Irene Montgomerie  ( staying with daughter) 

Mrs May Wilkinson Mrs Heather McLeod 

Mrs Anna Irving Mrs Betty McPherson 

Please let the Session Clerk know of any member/relative who goes in to hospital or is ill at home. 
For those in hospital please ensure you have their given Christian name which may not necessarily 
be the name by which s/he is usually known. 
 
Sad news   It is with real sadness that we report the passing after a long illness of Shirley Connor, 
only daughter of Mrs Maude Smillie. Please uphold Maude, her son-in-law Tommy and 
granddaughters Alison and Debbie in your thoughts and prayers.  
 

Prayer Chain   Anyone having a request for prayer may contact Sheena Hunter on 01292 440804 or 
e-mail her at sheenachunter@hotmail.com 
 

NB. Public worship    Due to the current Scottish Government restrictions caused by the Covid 

pandemic, please note that there will be no worship in the hall at least during January. You will 

receive notification via e-mail or telephone of when we will restart once it is clear what will happen 

thereafter.  

Online Donations   Do you shop online? If you do please remember that you can raise donations for 
the church at no extra cost to yourself. All you have to do is go to:-  
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/  and register Newton Wallacetown Church of Scotland as your 
charity, then shop at the many different retailers who donate through the site. Remember though, 
that you have to go to the retailer through easyfundraising. 
You can also raise donations when you shop at Amazon. Instead of shopping at the usual site, go to 
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ and register Ayr: Newton Wallacetown Church of Scotland as your 
charity and the business will make a donation to the church on qualifying purchases. 

mailto:sheenachunter@hotmail.com
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
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Birthdays   Wishes for a very Happy Birthday go this week to each of the following:- 

21st January  Ruth Simpson     23rd January   Jim Irving 

 

NWC GUILD   A massive THANK YOU to our many loyal Guild members who very generously 

submitted their annual capitation fees, Thinking Thursday and Project Pennies donations.  We may 

not be able to meet physically but the fellowship we share is still unbroken even in these strange 

times.  

If any others in the congregation wish to become part of one of the largest volunteer organisations 

in Scotland whose stated aim is "to invite and encourage both woman and men to commit their lives 

to Jesus Christ and to enable them to express their faith in worship, prayer, and action" please 

contact either Eleanor Lunn on 268310 or myself on 885660. Till we meet again!   

                 Joyce McAnespie, Treasurer, NWC Guild  

 
Organisation accounts   Please could all organisations hand in their accounts to the church as soon 

as possible. They can be brought to the church on a Sunday between 2.00 and 3.00pm or delivered 

to 38 Outdale Avenue, Prestwick, KA9 1BY.           Janis Meredith, Treasurer 

 

Salvation Army Food Bank   Please note that donations can once again be brought to the halls’ 

vestibule in the church drive between 2.00pm and 3.00pm each Sunday afternoon  even when the 

church is closed due to Scottish Government restrictions. Sincere thanks go to all who bring 

donations and to those who collect and deliver these each week. While staff at the food bank are 

extremely grateful for all gifts, at present they have an abundance of soup, beans, pasta, rice and 

tuna. 

Items in shorter supply at the moment include tinned potatoes,  other tinned vegetables, tinned  

stew, mince etc., “goodies” eg. biscuits,   coffee, toiletries eg. shampoo and soap, household 

cleaning products. 

 

Remember   Streaming of our morning service conducted this week by Rev. Rona Young and next 

week by Pauline Johnston will commence at 11.00am then our prayer time starts at 12.30pm with 

the Lord’s Prayer followed by our personal prayers. This helps to bring us together to reach out to 

him in prayer while we are distancing physically. 

 

I will make you fishers of men if you follow me 
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I danced for the scribe and the Pharisee,  

but they would not dance and they wouldn't follow me.  

I danced for the fishermen, for James and John -  

they came with me and the dance went on.  

Dance, then, wherever you may be,  

I am the Lord of the Dance, said he,  

and I'll lead you all, wherever you may be,  

and I'll lead you all in the Dance, said he. 

 

They cut me down and I leapt up high;  

I am the life that'll never, never die;  

I'll live in you if you'll live in me -  

I am the Lord of the Dance, said he.  

Dance, then, wherever you may be,  

I am the Lord of the Dance, said he,  

and I'll lead you all, wherever you may be,  

and I'll lead you all in the Dance, said he. 
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